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EVOLUTION IS A FINE THEORY FOR NATURE, BUT WHEN IT
comes to bikes, Intelligent Design reigns supreme. As much as we
like to personify our bikes, they don't just “evolve” on their own into
lighter, stronger, faster beasts. Instead, bikes are given
life by designers and product managers, and
in the case of the Titus FTM, those guiding
hands managed a near-miraculous job.

The FTM began life years ago as the
Titus Motolite, a widely acclaimed
Horst-link bike with 127 millimeters
of travel. But as trail bikes grew
from 4 inches of travel to 5, losing
weight in the process, the Mo-
tolite was left in the evolutionary
dust. It was replaced this year by
the FTM, a modified version that
boasts an extra 13 millimeters of
travel while trimming a bit of fat in
the process.

The new model, made by Sapa
in Portland, Oregon, features car-
bon seatstays and asymmetrical
chainstays with forged and CNC'd
dropouts. The seatstays also lose a
structural bridge that was prone to
clogging with mud. Those changes shave
230 grams from the old rear end, yet the
bike remains every bit as stiff, Titus claims. The
FTM also jumps up to a larger 30.9-diameter seat
tube to accommodate adjustable-height seatposts. The geometry
stays mostly the same, but the bottom bracket was slightly lowered to  anodized finish, was as hot as the Arizona
keep a 69.25 headtube angle with the longer-travel fork. sun. It scorched climbs, and even with the

Despite the increased travel and the new name (FTM stands for “Full sag set at 30 percent of travel the bike
Tilt Moto"), this is not just a Motolite built for bigger trails. This is a decid-  delivered a solid pedaling platform and
edly lightweight trail bike. The bike we tested came with a 140-millimeter  reacted quickly to pedal input. Climbing
Fox TALAS RLC 15QR fork, but the rest of the kit screamed XC: Magura  will never be an effortless task, but ev-
Marta SL brakes, FSA Team Issue carbon cranks, Maxm carbon post and erything from ledgy switchbacks to steep -

Excellent climber that is
responsive on the trail;
high drool factor

carbon Ritchey WCS bars. With pedals, the bike weighed 27 pounds. and loose fireroads seemed a little more T / "
When it came to ripping around the trails, the FTM, like its orange tolerable aboard the FTM. LOWS
The suspension also offered ——

smooth small-bump absorption, Rs::rkfhnckdmmps ot
and despite the lack of 3 seatstay grakes!? lg:k:?r.l:il:::filease
briclgeT tIfleTI:M tracked true while | seat collar

caornering. 1he geometry was spot-

on for most terrain. Y i gﬁgﬁ?aﬂgg’ :

This isn't the stiffest or plushest TITUSTI.COM
bike on the market, however. The .
shock ramps quickly on harsh terrain and the lightweight brakes
can't withstand fast, technical descents—so anyone who expects
to repeatedly rally this bike on steep trails littered with big hits
might be disappointed. ;

But the FTM doesn't pretend to be an all-mountain bike. This
is a pure trail bike, and it excels at its job. Anyone who likes to rip
singletrack, sprint up climbs, and possibly enter some endurance
or XC races should give the FTM a spin. —Lou MazzaNTE
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$3,550 (frame and shock)

THERE'S REALLY NO OTHER WAY TO SAY IT: THIS BIKE IS A

bastard child. Born from a Colorado mother, a California father. and
named after a distant Mexican relative, the 5-inch Moots Cinco is a prod-
uct of mixed breeding. ¢

The titanium front triangle clashes with the shiny aluminum Ventana-
made rear end, and the ride qualities are just as mixed.

Weighing in at a respectable 28 pounds with pedals, the Cinco is easy
enough to pedal, but on plodding climbs or even rolling terrain, the bike
squats lazily in its travel. Switching on the Fox RP23's ProPedal lever deliv-
ers a hint of that magical feel titanium hardtails are famous for, but it begs
the guestion: Why not just ride a full ti hardtail?

I rode the Cinco on fast, rolling trails in SoCal and New Mexico, but
it wasn't until | hit some technical, Grade-A, rock-and-root-strewn New
England singletrack that | found the answer. Hauling around a thuddy

terrain and up short, punchy climbs. As soon as the going got rough, any
complaints about the rear end evaporated—this bike handles like a hard-
tail on steroids.

Handling is tight and fast without being too twitchy, and a big front
tire and a 140-millimeter Fox 32 TALAS RLC helped rake the headtube

5-inch rear end becomes worth the effort when muscling through rocky
/ i3 angle out slightly past its 71-degree
) > e stock measurement. Plus,
; the solid 15-millimeter
axle lent the bike a
little extra gusto when
things got rough.
This test bike arrived
with Mavic Crossmax SX wheels and
pinner Hutchinson Bulldog tires, but
| opted for a beefier setup. Instead, |
ran a Maxxis Ardent 2.4 up front and
) a WTB Mutano Raptor 2.4 in the rear,
W1 with Stan's sealant in lieu of tubes.
\ Combined with an already
light Crank Brothers

the setup

Cobalt wheelset,

Loves rough terrain; custom
frame options available;
made in America; brilliant
seatpost clamp

Uninspiring suspension

performance on tame
terrain; expensive

MORE INFO:
970-879-1676
MOQTS.COM

delivered a superlative sensation while

charging through technical sections.
The legendary durability of the

Moots front end is complemented

B¥, by the robuslly built Ventana rear
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end, which uses two stout cartridge
bearings per pivot. | noticed zero
rear-end slop during the test, and
although | found myself missing
the econamy of an active suspen-
sion on the climbs, | can rationalize
the trade in traction for the added
stiffness and simplicity—something
lacking in a complex multi-link de-
sign like a DW-Link or VPP.
It may be abastard child, but the
Cinco inherited the best qualities from
its parents, and it will likely deliver a
lifetime of faithful companionship. Mutt or
no mutt, me gusto. —CHris LESSER





